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	ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA Inc.



	
	NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2009


Postal Address:  12 Chatsworth Grove, TOORAK GARDENS  SA  5065.  Phone (08) 8332.4485

e-mail:   gunnersa@chariot.net.au
GUNNER DINNER 2009
Another excellent night was enjoyed by all who attended, and I am now able to include some photographs taken on the night by our very astute photographer, Eddie Tanzer – many thanks Eddie.
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Colonel David Stoba (Retd), last CO of 13 Fd Regt, reminiscing with retired WO2 Hector Korsten
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WO1 Glynn Potter, RSM 16 AD Regt with Capt Barrie Newman (Retd)
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Two of the fine ladies of the 58th Searchlight Battery, with Hector Korsten
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Some of the ‘younger’ members enjoying the evening
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Past-Gunner Sharbell Toubia (left), earlier member of both 48 Fd Bty and 16 AD Regt, with Sgt Trevor Molyneux, with retired WO2 Don Millard in left background
	GUNNER DINNER 2010

Following the kind invitation of the Commanding Officer, 16th Air Defence Regiment, LTCOL John McLean, the 2010 Dinner will again be held at Woodside Barracks, on……... 

Friday 30th July 2010

The Dinner in 2010 will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the formation of our Association, and it will be ‘beneficial’ to members to make sure that you are a ‘financial’ member (invoices for subs have recently been sent to members).

More details to follow in 2010, but please enter the date in your diary now! 




MEMORIAL PAVER, NORTH FORT, MANLY
I am pleased to advise all members that our Association’s paver has been installed in the P5 walkway, near the Peacekeeping Monument. Anyone visiting Sydney should make an effort to visit the North Fort (it is certainly worth the visit), and to seek out our paver, which pays respects to all South Australian Gunners who have served the Royal Regiment in peace and war.
NEW COLONEL COMMANDANT
Colonel Reg Foster has completed his term as Colonel Commandant, Central Region (ie. SA and NT), and on behalf of all members, I thank him sincerely for his sound advice and active support to the Association during his term. Colonel Foster’s civilian employment now keeps him spending a significant amount of time in Western Australia, and we wish him every success in the future, and look forward to him joining us whenever possible.
It is with a great deal of pleasure that I am able to advise members that I have been offered the very great privilege of being appointed to the position of Colonel Commandant, Central Region, effective from St Barbara’s Day, 4th December. My bailiwick includes the units and associations within South Australia and the Northern Territory. I plan to continue in the role of President of the Association, and to show a keen interest in the Artillery units within Central Region, ie. 16 AD Regt (Woodside), 48 Fd Bty (Keswick), Proof & Experimental Establishment (Pt Wakefield) and 8/12 Mdm Regt (Palmerston, NT). 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

About 16 members (mostly the usual faces) attended the recent AGM held at 48 Fd Bty on 30th September, and were unanimous in their decision to re-elect the existing Committee for another 12 months.

Present, after a long absence, was Gerry Niblock, and it was good to see new members, Robert Hull and Sharbell Toubia also joining us. The BC 48 Fd Bty, Maj Matt Hunter provided a brief snapshot of 48 Bty’s activities on the broader scale, and Capt Pete Wirth provided a good summary of progress by the Bty in converting to employment of the 81mm Mortars.

The Bty is planning to hold its first field firing with the mortars during 2010.

“WITH DRAGROPES, PREPARE TO ADVANCE”!
	It is only in the mis-guided ranks of the other Corps that they think the Gunners ‘have it easy’. This photo is from the collection held by the Imperial War Museum, London, and is contained in a booklet titled ‘Ypres 1914-18’, obtained by our member Arpad Fekete during his tour of Ypres earlier in the year. I contacted the UK author, Leslie Coate, and he very kindly granted permission to reproduce the photo in the newsletter. Most of us will have had some little experience in ‘manhandling’ a field gun in our earlier days, albeit on fairly flat ground (but certainly not in this sort of quagmire); I’m sure that we can all testify that it is very hard work!
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SCHOOL OF ARTILLERY, PUCKAPUNYAL
	I was recently invited to attend the annual Regimental Conference at the School of Artillery, now located at Puckapunyal, Victoria. It was an excellent opportunity to gain an insight into some of the current activities, and challenges facing the Regiment, and to meet most of the ‘senior Gunners’ from across Australia.

Many of you will have attended the School of Artillery during its several decades atop North Head, Manly. In its new location the School has ready access to a very useful artillery range (no longer the time-wasting trips through Sydney traffic to Holsworthy!), and its accommodation is purpose-built to provide excellent training facilities for students, including the use of state-of-the-art training technology.

For those members who have not been to ‘Pucka’ in recent years, I have included the following photograph for information.
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The School of Artillery, viewed from the road near the Officers’/Sergeants’ Mess


NEW BOOK – ‘LOOKING FORWARD LOOKING BACK: Customs and Traditions of the Australian Army
To anyone who has served in the Army, and more-so to those people who have not, it is often a mystery as to how many of the customs and traditions originated, or indeed, the ‘purpose’ for which they were introduced!

Christopher Jobson served in the Australian Army for more than 30 years, including as RSM, Ceremonial, and has now put his experience and excellent knowledge to producing a book that ‘explains all’!

Retailing for $35, we are seeking to take advantage of reduced prices for the purchase of multiple copies, eg. 5 to 10 copies = $27.95, whereas 11 to 50 copies = $24.50 per copy.

Any member wishing to order a copy should advise me by return e-mail, or phone 8332.4485 by NOT LATER THAN
10th January 2010.   Do NOT send money at this stage as the price will depend on the number of books ordered.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

NATIONAL GUNNER DINNER

Following the success of the first National Gunner Dinner in 2008, it is possible that another will be held in Canberra in 2010 – more details to follow when they become available.

NEW HOWITZER(s)
As stated in the press in late October, the Australian Government has approved the purchase of a new 155mm M777A Howitzer for issue to Regular Army Artillery Regiments. The M777A is already in service with the US Marines, and it is intended to proceed quickly with the purchase and issue to Australian units. More information to follow.

It is further intended to announce in March 2010, the successful tender for the production of a new 155mm SP gun for issue to Regular Army Regiments in about 2015.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

At the AGM in September, the meeting voted to increase the annual subscriptions, for members joining after 1 Jan 2010, to $25. The new rate will be charged to all members in next year’s invoice.

NEW MEMBER

The Committee has approved the application for membership received from Major Kym Schoene, OAM, who is returning to Adelaide during December. Kym joined the CMF in 1973, then the ARA in 1974, and over the past 35 years has served in many postings including 1 Fd Regt, 4 Fd Regt, 7 Fd Regt, School of Artillery, HQ Land Command Artillery, Royal School of Artillery, and on the staff of the Head of Regiment (previously known as Director of Artillery), on multiple occasions. For the past 2 years he has been SO to the Head of Regiment. His new posting in Adelaide from 18 Jan 2010 will be as Manager Joint Operations Support Services.

Welcome Kym, and we look forward to your company in 2010 and beyond.

AU REVOIR, AND SINCERE THANKS

I take this opportunity to express the Committee’s sincere thanks to Major Giles Carter, 2IC 16 AD Regt, and

WO1 Glynn Potter, RSM 16 AD Regt (and PMC’s of their respective Messes), for their support to the Association on a number of occasions over the past couple of years. Both are leaving the Regiment over the Christmas break and taking up new postings interstate in 2010. We look forward to them returning to South Australia at sometime in the future.

FESTIVE GREETINGS

As we celebrate Christmas this year, can I ask that you spend just a moment to think of members of the Australian Defence Force, particularly the ‘Gunners’, who are serving on operations overseas; drink a Toast to wish them all a Merry Christmas.

On behalf of the Committee, I wish all members, their families and friends a Very Merry Christmas, and a Safe, Prosperous and Happy New Year in 2010.
Ubique

Geoff Laurie
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Capt Peter Wirth (Keswick)
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LTCOL John McLean
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CO 16 AD Regt
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Maj Scott Fletcher Officer Commanding
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====================
Committee Meetings:
The Committee endeavours to meet on the second Monday in February, May, August, and November. 

Agenda items, and Newsletter Articles to:
Colonel Geoff Laurie or Sgt Jan Burgess
Memorabilia available from the Secretary
- Book 'Roundshot to Rapier'
$5

RAA Tie

$40

- Plaques (Pewter Badge)

$25

Lapel Badges

$5 

Membership Fee:  Annual Subscription:
$20
Joining Fee $20 (at Committee’s discretion, incl copy of book)
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