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	ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION

OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA Inc.



	
	NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2009


Postal Address:  12 Chatsworth Grove, TOORAK GARDENS  SA  5065.  Phone (08) 8332.4485

e-mail:   gunnersa@chariot.net.au
	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 2009

The AGM will be held at 48 Fd Bty’s Depot, Keswick Barracks, on
Wednesday 30 September, and will be followed by refreshments in the 105 Club. 
Drinks will be available at normal Mess prices.
Assemble from 7.00pm – meeting commences at 7.30pm. 

As usual, the Dress is neat casual.
A draft Agenda, Committee nomination slips, and Minutes of the 2008 AGM are attached.

The Committee invites members to forward items for inclusion on the Agenda, to reach the above address (e-mail or postal) by no later than 25 September.




AFFILIATION WITH DEFENCE RESERVES ASSOCIATION (DRA)

At the Committee meeting held on Monday 10 August, the members were addressed by the new President of the DRA-SA, Major-General Neil Wilson, AM, RFD (Retd), accompanied by the new Secretary/Treasurer, Maj ‘Tex’ Ranger RFD (Retd), in regard to the role of the DRA. 
The DRA is a national body, with branches in each State; in summary, its role is to make representations to the Government relating to improvements in the conditions of employment of current members of the Reserve Forces. The DRA has direct access to the heads of Defence, the Government, and the Opposition, and has been successful over recent years in making several successful recommendations. 
To be credible, however, the DRA ‘needs the numbers’, and is currently seeking the support of corps/unit associations by way of offering ‘association membership’, thus significantly swelling the size of the group being represented. In keeping with our Association’s charter, a key aspect of which is to ‘foster the interests of Gunners in SA’, the Committee felt that our Association could better do so by adding weight to the DRA, and therefore accepted General Wilson’s invitation to apply for Association Membership Such arrangement entitles our Association to have 2 Delegates present at any General Meeting of the DRA-SA, with full voting rights, and one Delegate at any Committee meeting of the Executive, with observer status. In addition, we would receive multiple copies of the National bi-annual ‘Australian Reservist’ journal and the SA newsletter, together with invitations to attend DRA-SA functions.

The fee for associate membership is $30pa, or a one-off payment of $300, and the Committee opted for the latter.

I will provide more information later, but in the interim, for those interested, the DRA website is located at  www.dra.org.au
GUNNER DINNER 2009
This year’s Dinner, held again at 16th Air Defence Regiment, Woodside Barracks, was very successful. The 73 people who attended enjoyed an excellent meal, served by friendly and attentive staff, in the good company of fellow Gunners.

Indeed, the mix of Gunners this year was very rewarding, with three generations of Gunners being present. There was a handful of WW2 veterans present, including 2 ladies from 58th Searchlight Battery, a good number of retired ‘post-war’ members, both Regular and Reserve, 24 members currently serving in 48 Fd Bty, and 11 members from 16 AD Regt, several of whom had only just returned from the unit’s major exercise.

In addition to my thanks expressed on the night, I have written to the Commanding Officer thanking him for his kind invitation, and for the assistance provide by his members and civilian staff both prior to, and on the night.

RESERVE FORCES DAY - 2009
The focus of Reserve Forces Day 2009 was to recognise those surviving ex-servicemen and women who were members of the ‘reserve forces’ (eg. Militia) in 1939, at the outbreak of World War 2. About 12 of these ‘ageing’ soldiers were presented with appropriate Certificates of Recognition by His Excellency the Governor, Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce AO, CSC, RANR, at a Reception at Government House on the evening of 1st July.
The public activity this year was in the form of an ‘open day’ held in the forecourt of the Army Museum at Keswick Barracks, and our Association was represented by the President, and Committee members, John Neild and Eddie Tanzer. Based on the ‘rations’ consumed at the free BBQ, approx 550 people attended the event, with 477 participating in free guided tours of the Museum. We managed to sell 8 copies of our well-known book, ‘Roundshot to Rapier’, and hand out several information sheets and applications for membership to past-Gunners. A copy of the book was also presented to the day’s VIP Guest, Keith Payne VC, OAM. It was a worthwhile three hours from our viewpoint.

CHANGES IN COMMAND

As mentioned in the last newsletter, all three ‘Gunner units’ in South Australia received new commanders at the beginning of the year, and I provided a brief profile of the new CO of 16 AD Regt, LTCOL John McLean. I am now able to provide a brief profile of the BC 48 Fd Bty, Major Mat Hunter;

Major Mathew Hunter 

Major Mathew Hunter was born in Adelaide in 1976 and grew up in the Coromandel Valley and Blackwood area. He entered the Australian Defence Force Academy in 1993 and attended RMC Duntroon in 1996. He returned to ADFA to complete Honours in his BA (Politics) degree in 1997 and was subsequently posted to 16th Air Defence Regt in 1998 as a Rapier Troop Commander. In 1999 he took part in Exercise Kartika Exchange, a 3 month exchange with the Indonesian Army, and in 2000 was posted as a Missile Troop Commander in 111th Air Defence Battery. 

 

Major Hunter’s other ARA postings included Strategic Command, Canberra, 3 Bde Headquarters in Townsville, and to the Multinational Force and Observers, Sinai, in 2004. He returned to 16th Air Defence Regt in 2005 as the BK 111th Air Defence Battery before transferring to the ARes in January 2006 and joining the Adelaide Universities Regiment as the OC of Training Company.

 

Major Hunter has been employed with the Australian Submarine Corporation since January 2006 where he is currently the Submarines Resources Manager. He has Masters qualifications in Management and is currently studying Commercial Law. Major Hunter is married to Kim and has a son, Campbell, who, at the age of 1 year, is a bit young yet to ’join up’.
SICK LIST

In early 2008 Maj Gerald Taylor suffered a stroke and spent the remainder of the year in the Repat at Daw Park; he is now in Kalyra Nursing Home at Belair. He is not well, but, if anyone is able to drop in and cheer him up I’m sure he would appreciate it. 
16th AIR DEFENCE REGIMENT – 40TH ANNIVERSARY
In June, 16 AD Regt celebrated the 40th Anniversary of its formation. The CO has advised me that the celebrations included the Regt ‘Exercising its Right to the Freedom of Entry to Woodside’, followed by unit activities and suitable refreshments in the Messes, and a formal Dinner on Sat 13 June. The Dinner also provided the opportunity to ‘dine-in’ six new Lieutenants to the Regt, and a great night was enjoyed by all who attended.

MEMORIAL PAVER, NORTH FORT, MANLY
As outlined in an earlier newsletter, following much discussion (and delay) the Committee agreed to donate a Paver to be placed in the Memorial Walk located in the North Fort, above the Old School of Artillery, at Manly, NSW. The chosen wording and funds were forwarded to North Fort a couple of months ago, and I was advised on 12 August that the Paver will be installed by the end of August – more information to follow.

If you are ever holiday-ing in Sydney, a half-day visit to the North Fort is very rewarding – it is described as “one of Sydney’s best kept secrets”; many locals sit on the verge outside the Fort to enjoy a picnic, and certainly the view of the city, which is spectacular! For we Gunners, the time spent among the equipment and displays, and touring the tunnel, is very informative, and it is worth taking the camera along. Although a Manly bus service can deliver you to the front gate, car-parking is also available, and a café is able to provide a light meal (no bully beef in sight!).
NEW MEMBERS
The Committee welcomes 3 new members to our ranks:

· Robert HULL – past Bdr in 48 Fd Bty

· Sharbell TOUBIA – past Gunner in both 48 Fd Bty, then 16 AD Regt

· Richard BISSMIRE – past Bdr in 48 Fd Bty
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Committee Meetings:
The Committee endeavours to meet on the second Monday in February, May, August, and November. 

Agenda items, and Newsletter Articles to:
Major Geoff Laurie or Sgt Jan Burgess
Memorabilia available from the Secretary
- Book 'Roundshot to Rapier'
$5

RAA Tie

$40

- Plaques (Pewter Badge)

$25

Lapel Badges

$5 

Membership Fee:  Annual Subscription:
$20
Joining Fee $20 (at Committee’s discretion, incl copy of book)
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